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Report Highlights: 
UAE officials indicate that they will approach approved foreign Halal certifiers directly in an 
effort to identify slaughter houses that produce meat for export to the UAE for the purpose of 
collecting annual Halal fees.  The UAE announced that it would begin to collect fees from 
Halal certifiers and foreign slaughter plants that produce meat for export nearly 18 months 
ago.    
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Government of UAE Seeks to Collect Halal Fees 
 
The UAE General Secretariat of Municipalities (GSM) has indicated that it will begin 
contacting UAE-approved Halal certifiers around the world in an effort to collect Halal 
certification fees.  The GSM is also expected to ask foreign Halal certifiers to identify the 
slaughter plants that they certify for export to the UAE with the intention of collecting the 
fees from the slaughter plants.  The UAE announced in early 2007 that it would begin 
collecting the fees.  A subsequent fee schedule was published in June of 2007 reducing some 
of the fees.  The current fees are as follows: 
 

Services 
Fees in Local Currency 
(AED)  

Equivalent In ($US)  

Accreditation (Licensing) of 
Islamic Societies approving 
Halal slaughtering outside the 
UAE   

 
AED 5,000 

$1,361 

Annual licensing of Islamic 
Societies approving Halal 
slaughtering outside the UAE
  

AED 1,500  $409 

Accreditation of poultry & 
beef slaughter houses outside 
the UAE 

AED 10,000 
 

$2,723 

Annual renewal of accredited 
poultry & beef slaughter 
houses outside the UAE 

AED 5,000  $1,362 

   
ATO Dubai has met with the GSM on a number of occasions to stress that the fees would 
likely be difficult to collect given the structure of the U.S. meat export and processing 
industries and would almost certainly increase the cost of imported meat and meat products 
for consumers.  Local officials indicate that the fees are needed to fund the audits and 
reviews of foreign Halal certifiers by UAE officials.   
 
For additional background see: 
TC7003   USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) — Attache Reports 
TC7016  http://intranetapps/GainFiles/200706/146291474.pdf 
  
 


